
LET THE DOORS BE 

OPENED.



 SINCE 1829, CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL HAS 
OPENED ITS DOORS TO NASHVILLE AND BEYOND.

The cathedral and parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee, Christ Church 
proclaims the Gospel by word and by example, encouraging the faith of more 

than 2,000 communicants and seeking and serving Christ in all persons.

But in recent years, the work of the Cathedral has been hampered––
not by a lack of love, service, or faith, but by a lack of space. 

After careful planning and prayerful consideration, Christ Church 
has launched an ambitious capital campaign to construct a new 

building and renovate its existing facilities. The planned construction 
is part of a comprehensive Master Plan that will enhance the 

Cathedral’s campus today and for the years to come.  

When you invest in the Campaign for Christ Church Cathedral, you will help 
open the doors to this much-needed, new, and newly configured physical space. 

More importantly, you will open new doors to acts of fellowship that 
build our community, to programs that guide and nurture young people, 

and to an outreach ministry that values and serves the least of these. 

You will open new doors to an even greater opportunity 
to proclaim, to seek, and to serve. 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
make this a temple of your 

presence and a house of prayer. 

Be always near us when 

we seek you in this place. 

Draw us to you, when we come 

alone and when we come with others,

to find comfort and wisdom, 

to be supported and strengthened, 

to rejoice and give thanks. 

May it be here, Lord Jesus, that we 

are made one with you and with one 

another, so that our lives are sustained 

and sanctified for your service.

Prayer for the dedication and consecration of a new church building

The Book of Common Prayer, 1979
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WHEN WE 
SEEK YOU IN 
THIS PLACE 

Opening doors to Nashville and beyond 

NEARLY TWO CENTURIES LATER, Nashville is home to 
more than 644,000 and growing. According to census 
data, 100 new people per day move to Nashville. 

As a downtown church with an emphasis on worship, dis-
cipleship, and outreach, Christ Church Cathedral is also 
growing to meet the changing needs of the community. 

Christ Church was once made up primarily of mem-
bers with deep, longstanding roots in Nashville. Today’s 
church also includes more mobile residents with no 
previous ties to the city and no certainty that Nashville 
will become their permanent home. These new resi-
dents may not spend their entire lives in Nashville, but 
they will take the experiences, the friendships, and the 

love they’ve found here beyond the city limits. When 
Nashville hosts large conventions or concerts, as many 
as 75,000 visitors are just a 10-minute walk from the 
Cathedral.  A single Sunday service or encounter at Christ 
Church may be the only church experience some of these 
visitors will ever know. 

Christ Church needs a facility that not only welcomes and 
serves these diverse groups, but binds them together.  

The Cathedral is ideally positioned to enhance its 
role as the spiritual center for downtown Nashville. 
This capital campaign is key to making that happen. 

WHEN CHRIST CHURCH WAS FOUNDED AS THE 
CITY’S FIRST EPISCOPAL PARISH IN 1829, THE POPULATION 

OF NASHVILLE WAS LESS THAN 6,000. 

AN INTEGRAL PART OF MUSIC CITY— Located at the corner of Spring Street (later renamed Church 
Street) and High Street, the original Christ Church building was completed in 1831 at a then-
extravagant cost of $16,000. By the 1890s, a new building was needed to house the growing 
church. As the leadership sought a location for the new construction, there was never a doubt 
that Christ Church would remain an integral part of downtown Nashville.  “The idea seemed 

to prevail that we must remain a downtown church,” Mrs. William Norvell wrote in Christ Church 
Nashville: 1829-1929, a history of the church. “All roads led to the heart of the city.”  Construction 

on the new building began in 1889. The first Eucharist was celebrated in the iconic Christ Church building at 
9th and Broadway on Christmas Day, 1894.  “The church was opened for divine service,” Mrs. Norvell wrote. 
“After the clergy had passed down the aisle and taken their places in the choir and sanctuary, the Hallelujah 
chorus was sung. It was an outburst of praise seldom equaled in this musical city.” 
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MASTER PLAN 
Implementing the 

THE MASTER PLAN FOR FACILITIES DOVETAILS with 
the Cathedral’s 2016 Strategic Plan, which challenged 
the parish to invest in fellowship, youth, and outreach. 
This multistaged building project is a critical part of 
that investment.

The estimated total cost to implement the Master Plan 
is $15 million. The centerpiece of the plan and the initial 
focus of the capital campaign is a new multipurpose 
building. 

This new building will flow organically from the existing 
cathedral, complementing the original structure, which 
will remain the focal point of the campus. Existing spaces 
within the original building will be renovated to make 
them more attractive and more functional in meeting 
the changing needs of the church and community. 

FALL
2022 

EXISTING SPACE
Renovation of existing space continues
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“I BELIEVE THAT THE CITY BENEFITS mightily 
from a witness like the one Christ Church provides—— 
unashamed of the Good News of God in Christ, open to 
those who are far off and those who are near, and pre-
pared to speak up for the least, the last, and the lost. God 

has set this particular task before the community at this particular 
time. The Campaign for Christ Church Cathedral is about so much 
more than a new building or renovation. It’s about bringing the heart 
of Christ to the heart of Nashville.” —— The Very Reverend Timothy E. Kimbrough 

FALL
2020 

CENTERPIECE  THE NEW BUILDING 
Construction begins
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Caroline Randall Williams began attending services at Christ Church Cathedral when she 
was 11 years old. Caroline left Nashville as an adult, but reconnected with Christ Church 
when she moved back home, noting that when she sat down in the Cathedral for the first 
time in years, “I was moved to tears at the joy I felt. It was a meaningful homecoming.” 

“I AM EXCITED 
TO BE A PART 

OF THIS 
CHAPTER 

OF CHRIST 
CHURCH’S 
HISTORY 

and invested in helping the Cathedral 
grow and move into an even greater 

space of diversity of thought, backgrounds, 
and abilities. We have this incredible 

physical space downtown. If we can use 
it to serve more people, that seems to me 

to be an obligation.” —— Caroline Randall Williams



WHEN WE 
COME WITH 

OTHERS
Opening doors to fellowship

ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED TO accommodate 
parish-wide events and large gatherings, including 
civic meetings and cultural events. As the Cathedral 
of the Diocese of Tennessee, Christ Church should 
be the hub for diocesan gatherings, but the current 
parish hall will not accommodate all who wish to come 
for ordinations, the Diocesan Convention, and other 
important events. 

The kitchen is outdated and poorly equipped for pre-
paring the growing number of meals served. Small 
groups have no appropriate space in which to meet and 
little privacy for discussing sensitive matters. In some 

Sunday morning and weekday classes, participants 
must stand or sit on the floor because there is no room 
for additional chairs; the lack of seating prompts some 
people to leave. 

Weddings and funerals are an opportunity for families 
and friends to draw nearer to God, but the current space 
does not reflect Christ Church’s openness or the love 
and warmth that marks these events. Wedding parties 
have no proper area in which to dress or to calmly reflect 
or pray in the moments before they walk down the aisle. 
Grieving families have no designated private space in 
which to gather prior to funeral services. 

THE CENTRAL GATHERING PLACE AT CHRIST CHURCH 
IS ITS BEAUTIFUL NAVE, WHICH WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE

as a worship center and a place of quiet inspiration 
for all who enter. The lack of adequate, well-planned space 

beyond the Nave, however, has become an urgent need. 
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OFFICE SPACE IS LIMITED, with many staff members 
operating out of storage rooms and closets; privacy is 
at a premium. The office environment is not conducive 
to counseling church members or meeting with mem-
bers of the larger community who desire not only a 
comfortable location, but confidentiality. 

Over many years of use, the building interiors have 
grown tired and threadbare and no longer represent 
the energetic spirit of the church or embody the warm 
welcome Christ Church extends to the greater community. 

WHEN THE DOORS OPEN

The planned multipurpose building will include a spa-
cious fellowship hall and well-appointed, contemporary 
kitchen. The gathering space will be flexible, able to 
accommodate banquets, concerts, lectures, or recep-
tions. Smaller rooms will offer much-needed space and 
privacy for group meetings. 

Existing space within the Cathedral will be renovated, 
rendering the entire interior as inviting and functional 
as the Nave that will continue to serve as its focal point. 

The new building and remodeled spaces will not only 
provide much-needed space, but will also reflect the 
openness and welcoming spirit that is the hallmark of 
Christ Church Cathedral.  

Opening doors to fellowship

Shirley and Dick Lechleiter exchanged vows in the Christ Church Nave more than 67 years ago. Their children 
were baptized and married in the church. Shirley has been a communicant for more than 75 years and was the 
church’s first female senior warden. As Dick explains with a smile, “Shirley did all the work. I just loaded the car.” 

“OUR MEMORIES HERE ARE SO varied,   
from the joy of weddings and baptisms to the 
sorrow and comfort we’ve felt at funerals. 
Through all the ups and downs, Christ Church 
has been our stability. That said, we welcome 
the changes this capital campaign will bring. 

We have to be open to change–—it’s the only way we grow. 
We might not be here to see this project completed, but we 
are here to approve it and to participate for the benefit of 
future generations.” —— Shirley Lechleiter 



DURING THAT SAME PERIOD, the building has changed 
ownership twice. Christ Church has no control over the 
space; ownership could change and the lease could be 
terminated, leaving the youth with nowhere to gather. 

Even greater than this arrangement’s financial price 
tag has been its spiritual and emotional cost. Moving 
the youth programs away from the main campus has 
had the unintended consequence of placing the youth 
on the sidelines of the parish. 

Christ Church’s youngest members can feel less a part 
of the church community. Opportunities for mentoring 
and fostering relationships across the generations 
have been lost. The youth of the parish are the present 
and the future of Christ Church, yet the youth have 
been physically separated from the rest of the church. 

The lack of appropriate space in which to nurture the 
long-term faith of Christ Church’s younger members 
is sending the message that they are not central to 
the life of the church. 

WHEN THE DOORS OPEN 

The capital campaign will bring classrooms, Episcopal 
Youth Community space, meeting space to coordinate 
summer mission trips, and areas for youth to hang out 
with their friends back onto the main church campus. 
This move will not only provide a secure space for the 
youth, but will invigorate the entire parish by bringing 
the sense of curiosity, energy, and joy that is the youth 
program back onto the church campus.

FOR MORE THAN A DECADE, CHRIST CHURCH 
HAS RENTED SPACE FOR ITS GRADES 6–12 

youth programs in the 810 Building across the street from 
the Cathedral’s main campus. The cost to the operational 
budget to rent this space is more than $80,000 per year. 

TO FIND 
COMFORT AND 

WISDOM 
Opening doors for youth 
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“I LOVE THE 
CHRIST CHURCH 

YOUTH GROUP. 
We’re friends having fun and worshipping 

together, and building close relationships that 
will last for the rest of our lives. But the space for 

the youth program doesn’t have the same look, 
feel, or vibe as the church. It’s not a welcoming 

environment——it’s an office space with ping pong 
tables and couches——and it doesn’t reflect the 
warm, inclusive feeling of the youth program. 
The physical separation from the church also 

means a lot of the youth go to Sunday school but 
skip the church services. A space immersed in the 

environment of the church would make us feel 
more welcome and involved.” —— Grace Scowden 

Grace Scowden was baptized at Christ Church. She serves as an acolyte and a member of the Youth 
Advisory Council and has participated in outreach programs including Room in the Inn and Church in the 
Yard. Grace also plays for the church basketball team, noting, “We’re not very good, but I love it so much.”

Opening doors for youth 
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PROGRAMS LIKE ROOM IN THE INN, which offers over-
night shelter for the homeless on cold winter nights; 
the Wayfarers ministry, which provides a listening ear, 
prayer, and assistance for those in need; and 12-step 
programs for recovering addicts are but a few of the 
many ministries operating at Christ Church. 

In addition to its direct outreach, Christ Church also faith-
fully contributes $2 million from annual pledges and 
special offerings every decade to the nonprofit economy 
of Nashville and Davidson County. The church hosts 
community-wide planning meetings on social justice 
issues and serves as a gathering point for peaceful 
demonstrations downtown. And as an urban church in 
the heart of a growing city, Christ Church responds to 
the immediate needs of many, many people who simply 
walk through its doors.   

But despite its long history as a mission-minded church, 
Christ Church has no space specifically suited for the 
staging of outreach. Those in need are often counseled 
or provided clothing or supplies in the church vestibule, 
an area that offers no privacy. There is no storage space 
for donated items until they can be distributed.  

WHEN THE DOORS OPEN

The capital campaign will provide dedicated service, 
storage, and meeting areas for outreach, allowing 
Christ Church to become an even more visible resource 
to the downtown community. Christ Church will be 
able to reach more people, equip more volunteers, 
and better fulfill its mission to seek and serve Christ in 
all persons from every walk of life. 

CHRIST CHURCH HOSTS DOZENS OF OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES PROVIDING SHELTER, FOOD, AND CLOTHING 
FOR THE HOMELESS, REFUGEES, AND OTHERS IN NEED.TO BE 

SUPPORTED 
AND STRENGTHENED   
Opening doors to outreach 
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Opening doors to outreach 

“WHAT I LOVE 
ABOUT CHRIST 

CHURCH  
is the will of the parish to do outreach that is not 

patronizing or condescending. I grew up in poverty. 
I know how that feels. People may be willing to ask 

for help, but it can still be humiliating. When people 
are struggling, they don’t want their struggle to be 

on display. We need a designated space for outreach 
where we can serve people with dignity. Over and 
over, this church has made it clear that we ‘seek 

and serve Christ in all persons,’ that the people we 
are serving are Christ. The outpouring of outreach 
here is a liturgy, and it deserves a space that’s built 
into the bones of the church.”  —— Anna Rodriguez Masi

Anna Rodriguez Masi put herself through Florida State University and Duke Divinity 
School with student loans and scholarships. When Anna relocated to Nashville with 
no job and a single month’s worth of money, Christ Church was there to help her 
establish a new life in the city. Anna paid it forward, serving as the co-director of 
Church in the Yard, a ministry of the diocese serving the homeless, before accepting 
a position as the live-in house manager at Family Reconciliation Center, a hospitality 
house for inmates’ families. She also works full-time at Nashville’s Scarritt Bennett Center.



What is the total cost of 
implementing the Master Plan?
The estimated cost, which includes the construction of 
a new multipurpose building and the renovation of the 
existing Cathedral space, is approximately $15 million.

How much of the money raised will go 
to new construction, and how much will 
be allocated to ongoing maintenance? 
All of the money raised through the campaign will go 
to new construction and renovations. The Vestry has 
signed an agreement to lease parking lot C (at 9th and 
Commerce streets) to HRI Properties for commercial 
development. HRI plans to build a 26-story, mixed-use 
building on the lot by 2022.

The income derived from the leases to HRI will be used 
first to address nearly $3 million in needed maintenance 
that has been delayed for years due to lack of funds, 
and then for the ongoing routine maintenance of the 
Christ Church campus. The new facility constructed on 
the leased property will include a parking garage and 
dedicated entrance with at least 75 parking spaces 
exclusively reserved for Christ Church Cathedral. 

Who is the architect on this project? 
Following a competitive proposal process, the Cathedral 
chose EOA Architects of Nashville to design the new 
building and the renovated space. This award-winning 
firm brings extensive experience in designing churches 
and worship facilities throughout Tennessee and Ken-
tucky, including new construction and historic renovations 
and additions. EOA has also handled historic renovation 
projects on Broadway and in downtown Nashville. 

When will construction begin? 
The construction timetable will depend in part upon the 
generosity of donors and how quickly the needed funds 
are raised. Work for Stage 1, the construction of the new 
multipurpose building, is scheduled to be underway 
by fall of 2020. Construction will begin the following 
September. The construction timeframe is estimated at 
two years. Stage 2, renovations to the existing cathedral 
space, is scheduled to begin in 2022. 

Will the Cathedral be closed or will services 
or programs be affected during construction? 
No. Worship and Cathedral programs will continue 
as usual. 

I’m almost afraid to ask, but where 
will I park during and after construction? 
Christ Church has secured an additional 200 parking 
spaces for use now and during construction. 

 Premier parking lot at 10th and Commerce
 Visitor’s lot at the Frist Art Museum 

 at 10th and Demonbreun
 SP+ parking lot directly behind the 

 Customs House at 8th and Broadway 

How much should I plan to give or pledge?
Christ Church asks that you consider making a sacrificial 
gift, recognizing that current members are benefiting 
from the generous gifts made by generations past. Your 
pledge should be based on your ability to give and 
your belief in the mission of Christ Church Cathedral to 
proclaim, to seek, and to serve. Campaign leaders are 
happy to answer your questions and personally discuss 
the size and structure of your gift. Gifts and pledges to 
the campaign should be over and above your ongoing 
annual support of the parish. 

CAMPAIGN Q&A 
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“THIS CAMPAIGN IS MY CHANCE TO LEAVE A LEGACY 
IN THIS PLACE THAT IS SO CENTRAL TO MY LIFE. 

I hope everyone is as excited as I am. Come on––you know 
you don’t want us to do it without you.” —— John Bridges

John Bridges says that the opportunity to participate in the choir originally brought him to Christ 
Church, but that he “smelled the embroidery and knew I was home.” John has served in many 
Christ Church ministries, including the choir, ushering, transportation, and Room in the Inn.

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP  

Charlie Cook has faithfully attended Christ Church since 1959, watching with great 
joy as both his children and grandchildren were later baptized at Christ Church. He 
and Mary met at Christ Church shortly after Mary moved to Nashville in 1981. The 
two were married in the Nave in 2003, following a brief-yet-spirited discussion 
about whether they would sit on the right side or the left side of the church. Charlie 
has served as a junior and senior warden. Mary is a member of the Flower Guild and 
co-chair of the Bereavement Committee and has served on the Vestry.  “Christ Church’s 

strong downtown presence is important not only to our own communicants, but also to the community at 
large,” Charlie says. “This campaign will equip us to better serve our neighbors. Christ Church is the anchor 
for the Episcopal Church in Middle Tennessee, and that should be reflected in our facilities just as strongly as 
it’s reflected in our hearts.”  “Throughout Christ Church’s long history, different needs have been met by 
different generations,” Mary says. “Through this campaign, we are doing what our generation needs to do. 
This campaign is a way in which we can praise God and do His work in our community.”

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL IS HONORED TO HAVE 
longtime members Mary and Charlie Cook as honorary campaign chairs 

and Dona and Hal Johnson as general campaign chairs. 

Dona and Hal Johnson have been Christ Church communicants since 1982. Many of 
the most joyful moments of their lives, including the baptisms of their son and daughter, 
their daughter’s wedding, and the baptisms of all four of their grandchildren, took 
place within the church’s walls.  “Christ Church holds a sacred place in our hearts,” Dona 
says. “It’s the relationships and lifelong friendships we’ve found here that mean the most 
to us.”   Dona and Hal see an urgent need to make Christ Church’s facilities reflect Christ 
Church’s spirit and its important role as an urban church.  “Our programming and our 

community are inspirational, but our facilities are not,” Hal says. “The new and renovated spaces will reflect who we 
truly are as a church—–a welcoming, forward-thinking, social justice-oriented community of faith that is open to all.”

Will donors be allowed to make pledges 
and fulfill their gifts over time? 
Yes. Donors may pledge a gift amount, then take up to 
five years to fulfill their pledges. 

May I make a contribution other than cash?
Yes. Gifts of appreciated stocks and bonds, real estate, 
life insurance, and charitable trusts are accepted with 
gratitude. The church business office is available to help 
donors understand the benefit options of different 
methods of giving.

Are gifts tax-deductible?
Gifts in any amount are deeply appreciated and are 
tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 

How will donors be recognized? 
Donors will be invited to and recognized at a donor 
celebration event and will be listed in a printed summary 
at the conclusion of the campaign unless they prefer  
to remain anonymous. Naming opportunities are avail-
able upon request. 



“THIS IS ABOUT THE 
BIG VISION FOR 

CHRIST CHURCH. 
THIS CAMPAIGN WILL 
ALLOW US TO TOUCH 
THE HEARTS, MINDS, 

AND SOULS OF 
THE PARISH AND 

OF PEOPLE BEYOND 
FOR GENERATIONS 

TO COME. AFTER 
DREAMING OF THIS 

FOR YEARS, IT’S TIME.” 
                                        Hal Johnson, Campaign Co-chair
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TO REJOICE 
AND GIVE 
THANKS  
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“CERTAIN IT IS THAT CHRIST CHURCH has never moved out, nor sought to move out, 

from the heart of the life of the city…One may well conclude that there is no great part in the 

life of Nashville which is not touched by this congregation.” —— Christ Church Nashville: 1829-1929

Your participation in this campaign will allow Christ Church Cathedral to continue 
to touch lives in Nashville and beyond—–surely a reason to rejoice and give thanks. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN, CONTACT:

Ellen Coleman, Capital Campaign Coordinator 
ecoleman@christcathedral.org  615.255.7729 

To make your gift online, visit www.christcathedral.org/capital-campaign
The password is CCCCapCamp

MAY IT BE HERE, LORD JESUS, 

that we are made one with You and with one another, so that 

our lives are sustained and sanctified for Your service. 



WITH GOD’S HELP, CHRIST CHURCH, A CATHEDRAL PARISH IN 

DOWNTOWN NASHVILLE, PROCLAIMS BY WORD AND EXAMPLE THE GOOD NEWS 

OF GOD IN CHRIST, SEEKING AND SERVING CHRIST IN ALL PERSONS. 

Christ Church Cathedral    900 Broadway    Nashville, Tennessee 37203    www.christcathedral.org 


